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AFRL Vice Commander Colonel Heald retires
by Jill Bohn, AFRL Public Affairs
WRIGHT - PATTERSON AFB, Ohio — Air Force Research Laboratory Vice Commander Colonel Jim
Heald officially retired during a ceremony held in his honor on Monday, April 9 at the Materials and
Manufacturing Directorate caf etorium.

Heald served asthe AFRL Vice Commander since June 1998. In the position, he played akey rolein
directing theAir Force's science and technol ogy program with an annual budget of over $1.4 billion, with
an additional $1.1 billion fromthelaboratory’s customers. Approximately 5,400 peoplein thelaboratory’s
technol ogy directoratesand theAir Force Office of Scientific Research execute the science and technol-
ogy program.

A native of Ft Leavenworth, Kan., and graduate of Saguaro High School in Scottsdale, Ariz., heearned

Col. Jim Heald a bachelor of science degree in computer science and mathematics from the United States Air Force
Academy in1975. Heald earned hismaster of science degreein computer science from the University of
Cdliforniaat LosAngelesin 1976.

He was awarded the Commander’s Trophy as the top Graduate at Squadron Officer School in 1982,
wasadi stinguished graduate of Air Command and Staff College at Maxwell AFB in 1989, graduated from
Defense Systems Management Collegein 1991, and was an outstanding graduate of Air War Collegein
1993. HeiscertifiedtoLevel l1l intheAir Force Materiel Command’sAcquisition Professional Develop-
ment Program in both the test and evaluation and the systems, planning, research development, and
engineering functional areasand iscertified to Level 11 in the program management functional area.

Heald attended undergraduate navigator training at Mather AFB CA and in 1976 was awarded naviga-
tor wings, theATC Commander’s Trophy astop graduate, and the IraJ. Husik Award astop flyer. In 1977,
he earned top academic and top overall weapon systems officer during F-4 training at Homestead AFB,
Fla. While assigned to the 58th Tactical Fighter Squadron at Eglin AFB, Fla., he maintained combat alert
status, was nuclear weapon certified, and served as the maintenance liaison officer.

In 1979, he was assigned to the 36th Tactical Fighter Squadron at Osan AFB, Republic of Korea,
where he was an Instructor Weapon Systems Officer (WSO), Standardization and Evaluation Liaison
Officer, and executive officer to the Deputy Commander for Operations. 1n 1980, Col. Heald wasassigned
tothe 43d Tactical Fighter Squadron at ElImendorf AFB, Alaska. He served asan I nstructor WSO, Wing
Simulator Officer, Wing Supervisor of Flying, Alert Force Commander, and Liai son Officer to the Federal
Aviation Administration in the Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center during the controller strike.

From May 1982 to December 1985, Heal d was stationed at the United States Air Force Academy and
served as assistant professor of Computer Science, Honor and Ethics Liai son Officer, and Department of
Computer Science Executive Officer. 1n 1986, Heald attended the USAF Test Pilot School where hewas
Class 86A leader and was a Distinguished Graduate. Following graduation, he was assigned to the
6512th Test Squadron, 6510th Test Wing, EdwardsAFB CA, serving as the project manager for the F-4
High Performance Tank Stability and Control Flight Test and was Air Launched Cruise Missile chase
qudified.

In 1987, he was assigned to the F-15 Combined Test Force as the Performance, Flying Qualities, and
Terrain Following Branch Chief. He becamethefifth WSO tofly inthe F-15E and was project aircrew for
the Ada-Based Integrated Control System (ABICS). In July 1989, hereturned to the USAF Test Pilot
School at EdwardsAFB, Calif., where he served as Director of Student Training Aircraft, and was a
Performance Phase eval uator for the C-130.

In February 1992, Heald transferred to the 3246th Test Wing, Eglin AFB, as Special Assistant to the
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Wing Commander where he was responsible for devel oping the Objective Wing Reorganization Plan. In September 1993, he
became the Commander of the 40th Flight Test Squadron, 46th Operations Group, 46th Test Wing, Air Force Devel opment Test
Center. Hewasresponsiblefor thetest operationsand maintenance of 25 F-15, F-111, C-130, and UH-1N aircraft.

In September 1994, he was reassigned asthe Chief, Air Force Devel opment Test Center Commander’ sAction Group, serving as
the Center Resource Allocation focal point. InJuly 1995, Col. Heald was selected as a Secretary of Defense Fellow assigned to
Corporate Development, L ockheed Martin Corporation, Bethesda, Md. Heald assumed command of the 46th Operations Group
inJuly 1996.

Heisrated asaMaster Navigator, with morethan 2,300 flight hours. He hasflown over 30 aircraft including the F-4, F-15B/D/
E, T-43and NC-131H.

Heal d’sdecorationsincludethe Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with four Oak L eaf Clusters, theAir Force Commen-
dation Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Combat ReadinessMedal. @




